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Artifact Highlight

This clear glass bottle with plastic
screw top was from Blakely's
Pharmacy, which was located at 5
State Street in the space currently
occupied by Quirky Pet and Delish.
The pharmacy was established by
Collins Blakely and continued by his
son Joseph until he sold it to Kenneth
O'Meara 1957. The Blakely's store,
including a popular soda fountain, was
M AKELYS . in operation for 87 years. It later
PHARMALY became the Corson Pharmacy.
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Another new display
space for MVHS!

Kinney Drugs has given us long term
use of the left display window of their
store on Main Street, adding to the
display space in Stone Hall at
Greenway Institute (formerly VCFA)
that we started using in October

Make sure to peruse the first display
we have put together for this prime
location. It features 2 maps of
Montpelier, an 1899 Sanborn
Insurance Map showing amazing
detail of the downtown, and the
wonderful A.F. Poole bird’s eye view
map from 1884 that rivals the detail of
the Where’s Waldo books.

In honor of Kinney Drugs we have a
small sampling of our antique bottle
collection with interesting details about
downtown drug stores going back
almost 200 years, and we added a
picture of Rich Harvey, the last
druggist in the space before Kinney
took it over and a good addition to the
mural on the back wall of our window
that features him!

Did you know that ...

The Blanchard Block, where Kinney
Drugs and other businesses are
located today, was designed by
George H. Guernsey, Montpelier's
third mayor. It was constructed in
1883 and included an opera house on
the second floor!
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In case you missed it...

Read about the history of the Country
Club Road property that the city has
purchased for development in "From
Sulkies to Golf Balls" published in The
Bridge on December 23, 2025. This
rural piece of land on the outskirts of
the city was used for a private trotting
park and fairgrounds before it became
a golf course in 1902. It even hosted
the State Fair in 1879, 1880 and 1881!

MVHS Online Catalog

Cataloging for some of the items in our collections is now online! You can browse the
entire database of 80 items or explore five sections: artifacts, books, paper items,
photographs and postcards. The catalog is small but growing as we find time to
describe gifts from donors now and in the past. If you would like to help in this
endeavor, please contact us at info@montpeliervthistoricalsociety.org.

EXPLORE THE CATALOG!

Join Us Today

If you are not a member of the Montpelier Historical Society, we would love to have
you join us and help build an active historical organization in the capital city. You don't
have to be a resident of Montpelier — anyone can join! Our membership fees are very
modest: $20/year for individuals, $15/year for seniors, $35/year for families, $50/year
for patrons, and $100/year for benefactors; please join at the highest level that you
can. We hope to keep growing so that we can all learn more about our community's
past together.
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If you are a current or past member of the Montpelier Historical Society, this is your
expiration date: 12/03/2026. If this date is past, or you don't see a date at all, please
join us!

You are receiving this email because you are registered on the Montpelier Historical
Society mailing list.
I no longer want to receive these emails
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