1/19/26, 10:07 AM

Montpelier Historical Society

iufi-ﬁ]?Ir,F]“,_

-
T

“Montpelier, ¥

Historical Society:

ermon

MVHS Late Fall 2025 Newsletter

Propelled by Springly

Artifact Highlight

Today is the first Tuesday in
November, Election Day! Montpelier
citizens used to vote by dropping
paper ballots into boxes -- we bet you
knew that! But will future generations
know the mechanics of our democracy
in the past? The MVHS owns several
of Montpelier's colorful, old wooden
ballot boxes that will serve as a
reminder of how things used to be
done! The city had 6 wards and
maintained one uniquely-colored box
in each ward for each elected office.
Some version of ballot boxes were
used until 1967 when they were
retired in favor of IBM punch card
voting machines.
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Did you know that ...

The punch card system lasted less
than ten years. In 1973 the city
purchased 26 used voting machines
with mechanical levers from
Burlington. The city used the
machines for 23 years, switching to
the current optical scan ballots in
1996. We do not own one of the old,
large mechanical voting machines that
used to line the auditorium in city hall
on election days from 1973-1996.

New display space!

Greenway Institute has generously
allowed us to display some of our
collections in a display case on the
first floor of Stone Hall on the Vermont
College campus. In addition to the
aforementioned ballot boxes, we are
displaying two business signs, two
boxes from Cross Crackers, and an
unusual soda siphon from the Miller
Inn. The number of items on display is
increasing every week; please stop by
when you are up at the college!
Greenway is also donating storage
space for our collections; thank you
Greenway Institute!
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MVHS Online Catalog

Cataloging for some of the items in our collections is now online! You can browse the
entire database of 80 items or explore five sections: artifacts, books, paper items,
photographs and postcards. The catalog is small but growing as we find time to
describe gifts from donors now and in the past.

EXPLORE THE CATALOG!

Join Us Today

If you are not a member of the Montpelier Historical Society, we would love to have
you join us and help build an active historical organization in the capital city. You don't
have to be a resident of Montpelier — anyone can join! Our membership fees are very
modest: $20/year for individuals, $15/year for seniors, $35/year for families, $50/year
for patrons, and $100/year for benefactors; please join at the highest level that you
can. We hope to keep growing so that we can all learn more about our community's
past together.

If you are a current or past member of the Montpelier Historical Society, this is your
expiration date: 12/03/2026. If this date is past, or you don't see a date at all, please
join us!

JOIN MVHS TODAY!
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